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SMet 8.6.E2.2 
 
[1399-1405] Subsequently he says that the cause of their error was that they did not 
suppose that what is first in potential and then in act is one and the same thing, but that it 
is one thing and another. But now1 this is not the case; on the contrary, ultimate matter 
and form are one and the same, and therefore the thing defined is one and the definition is 
one, and they do not have any other cause except the mover that leads matter into form. 
Hence, what is first in potential and then in act is one and the same thing.   
 

SMet 8.6.N2 
 
[1406-1413] But about this proposition, “ultimate matter and form are one and the same,” 
there is a great uncertainty, which will be explained afterwards.  
 Notice, however, that in the case of all generated substances, whose forms are all 
produced in being through generation, the aforementioned proposition has manifest truth. 
Hence, in the case of these things the author solved well the aforementioned problem. But 
in the case of other things, in which the form comes from something external, the 
aforementioned proposition is questionable, which will be made clear later.	
	

																																																								
* Unpublished critical edition of Rufus’ Scriptum in Metaphysicam Aristotelis by Rega Wood, Neil Lewis 
and Jennifer Ottman (November 21, 2014). 
**	 I am very grateful to Rega Wood and Alan Code for their comments and suggestions. I also thank 
Rodrigo Guerizoli and the other participants in Alan Code’s seminar on the medieval reception of 
Aristotle’s Metaphysics Z, taught at Stanford University in the Fall Quarter 2014. Finally, I thank Jennifer 
Ottman for her insightful comments on an earlier draft of this translation. Any remaining flaws are my 
exclusive responsibility.	
1 Perhaps nunc here means ‘as a matter of fact’, as sometimes Aristotle’s νῦν. 


